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Long, long ago, King Alakeshwara ruled over the happy
kingdom of Alakapuri. The joy of its people knew no bounds
when the king and his beautiful queen were at last blessed with
a baby boy.

“Long live Prince Vijaya, the future ruler of Alakapuri!” was
the cheer that rose up in the entire kingdom. Everyone cel-
ebrated the birth of the prince with festivity and music. That is,
all except Atimatraka, the evil brother of the king. For many
years, Atimatraka had wanted to become king himself.

But Alakapuri’s joy was short-lived. In less than a year after
the birth of his only son, King Alakeshwara passed away. This
was the exact opportunity that the wicked Atimatraka had been
waiting for.
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